
YORKSHIRE AND HUMBERSIDE ORIENTEERING ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of meeting held on 24 September 2015 

Attendees: Alistair Tinto (Chair, EPOC), Ray Waight (Secretary, SYO), John Butler (HALO), Mike Cope (Fixtures 
Secretary, CLARO), Ian Marshall (AIRE), Stan Appleton (CLARO), Nev Myers (EBOR) 

 

1) Apologies: Neil Harvatt (HALO), Vince Grealy (CLARO) 

2) Approval of the 2014 AGM minutes: Approved 

3) Minutes of the meeting held on 23
rd

 April 2015: Approved 

4) Actions from meeting held on 23
rd

 April 2015: None 

5) Any other matters arising from the minutes: None 

6) Chairman’s AGM Report 
 
“This last year has been dominated by the preparations for the JK in 2016 and as a consequence the committee 
has only held one meeting since last year’s AGM which was the one in April. Any business for the January meeting 
was either conducted by proxy or dealt with at one of the JK meetings as the participants have been similar on the 
whole.          
Venues for meetings have now shifted to the Thatched House which has provided a very suitable location and 
fairly central for all clubs although I would like to acknowledge the landlord of the Vine who was always most 
accommodating host but due to his premises closing for renovation we had to seek an alternative.  
             
There has been  big difference this year with new impetus around the management of the committee’s finances 
from our new treasurer John Butler who has updated  the financial arrangements, reviewed the expenditure and 
the  system for awarding bursaries which are now from  Juniors (M/W20 and below).  
The Annual BOF Association and Club Conference moved to Stratford upon Avon in 2013 after few years of being 
very conveniently held at Sheffield University so as a region we could easily attend with total number of delegates 
usually around 30 with 10 speakers/BOF staff. No-one from the region attended in 2013 but we had 4 YHOA club 
members make the journey in 2014 although I’m not sure if anyone has confirmed as going this year. The rather 
complicated BOF mileage calculations are likely to deter those without a degree in mathematics.  
           
There has been good attendance at the Major Events Orienteering Conferences as we get to grips with the 
magnitude of hosting the JK so planners and organisers have gone to learn from others, in particular JK2014 
(WOA) and JK2015 (NWOA). I would like to acknowledge the enormous amount of time and effort Mike Cope in 
particular , along with other key officials, has been putting in over this last year in connection with our JK in 2016.  
Budgeting and ensuring that the JK is as affordable as possible for participants whilst still meeting the terms within 
of the BOF Partnership Agreement has been a real challenge throughout  this process.   
        
I attended the English Orienteering Council (EOC) which is held after this year’s BOC. Run by a small group of 
dedicated individuals who ensure the English teams for SHI, VHI & JHI as well as the Interland competition are 
supported and provisioned. The crux of the meeting is to agree the level of funding from regions required to sustain 
these activities which remained unchanged this year. The one development this year was to have 2 English teams 
in the Interland Competition which meant there were no travelling subs and increased the opportunity to represent 
England. There are I think political reasons why the England team is unable to receive more central funding as the 
Irish, Scottish and Welsh teams so it is important that the English regions support  their team.   
      
There have been a couple more Event Safety Workshops run by AIRE and SYO as this becomes a mandatory 
requirement from BOF.  I did get an acknowledgement and commitment from Mike Hamilton that BOF would 
produce an ‘e learning’ version of the workshop as I feel that forcing prospective event officials to attend a 
workshop rather than have an option to cover the same material in their own time at home is a counterproductive 
‘Catch 22’ for many and puts club members off coming forward to get more involved.    
           
It was good to see that we had a successful Level C controller’s course which brings some new blood into the 
existing pool. It is hoped that a Level B course will take place soon       
The region also supported a coaching course which again the clubs will benefit from going forward with more 
qualified coaches active in the region.         
  
All the leagues and championships took place as planned but there was a major review of the format for the 
Superleague and I would like to thank Vince Grealy for all his detailed analysis and computations which means we 
have a sustainable format for this league. Alongside all this work, Vince has also done a marvellous job in 
rejuvenating and relaunching the YHOA website, and even taking the trouble to refresh the YHOA logo.” 
             
Best wishes 
Alistair Tinto 



                    

7) Treasurer’s AGM Report 

The bank accounts are in order, budgets for 2015/16 have been set up, and payments are mainly done by bank 
transfer now. The new cheque signatories have, if required, been set up with HSBC. 

8) Election of Officers 
 
With no alternative candidates, JB, RW and MC agreed to continue as Treasurer, Secretary and Fixtures Secretary 
respectively. Although continuing as EPOC’s YHOA representative, Chairman AH decided to stand down after 5 
years and has been replaced by Nev Myers (EBOR). 

 
9) Actual Expenditure & Income for 2014/15 compared to the Budget for the year 

 
From the document already sent to the committee by JB, there was a small net income of £213 for the year, and 
the overall balance at year end was £5809. The accounts were approved by the committee. 
 

10) Actual Expenditure & Income to 5
th

 September 2015 compared to the Budget for 2015/16 

JB went through the document and all is on track. 

11) Accounts 2014/15 – Approval by the committee 

The committee approved the 2014/15 accounts. 

12) Approval of the new YHOA Constitution 

The constitution was approved. 

13) Fixtures 

The next YHOA fixture’s meeting is on November 12
th
 at The Thatched House. Most of the 2015/16 YHOA league 

events have been agreed by the clubs, but to be finalised. Clubs have been asked to identify for 2017/18 which 
Level B events are required. The 2016 YHOA Schools Championships still to be decided. 

14) YHOA Website 
 
Emails to YHOA officials are being forwarded from their YHOA email addresses to personal addresses OK. 
 

15) Any other business                    
 
MC made contact at WOC 2015 with Race the Castles officials and it was suggested that there could be an R-T-C 
type multi-day event in YHOA using any of York, Scarborough, Knaresborough, Wentworth, Skipton or others. This 
would occur in 2018. 
 
YHOA requires a coach to attend the BOF coaching committee AGM (date tbc) and maintain the list of YHOA 
coaches. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the forthcoming EMOA Training & Development day at Loughborough on 30

th
 

October and whether YHOA might put on something similar. RW to find out if Colin Best (SYO) would be interested 
in co-ordinating this with assistance from the other YHOA clubs. Funding may be available. 
 
AT will continue to manage the procurement of the prizes for the YHOA leagues.  
 
 

16) YHOA Junior Squad 

 

“ The following actions agreed with Nev Myers, YHOA Junior Squad Coach, were accepted by the Committee - 

 

 A core team to be established, initially made up of Natasha Conway, Amanda Crawshaw and Emma 
Harrison, to provide administrative and logistical support to Nev in running the squad.   

 

 This to include sending out communications, organising travel and accommodation for training 
weekends and dealing with the finances. 

 

 Nev to continue to lead coaching, training, selection and team management.  
 

 Nev to provide a list of new members to be invited to the squad and Natasha to contact them. 
 

 Nev to send an updated list of training dates. 
 



 Natasha to email all squad members with an update on these changes and asking for suggestions and anyone 
else who would like to get involved. 
 

 Natasha to take on the role of Squad Treasurer.   
 
Arising out of the appointment of Natasha as the Squad Treasurer, the following resolution was agreed –  
 
That the authorised signatories in the current mandate with NatWest Bank for the YHOA Junior Squad accounts 
detailed in section 2 [sort code 602462, account no 37332503] be changed in accordance with sections 5 and 6 
[adding Natasha Conway as an authorised signatory] and that the current mandate  continue as amended.” 

 
17) Future Meetings 

 
Thursday 14

th
 January 2016, Thursday 21

st
 April 2016.  

 

 


